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The following la tho speech delivered by

Senator Sumner, of Massachusetts, in the
United States Senate to-day, in defence of his
position an a republican, as assailed In the report
of the French Arms Sales Committee, and against
the pretensions of the President as a candidate for
re-election. It occupied four hours in delivery :.
Mb. President.I have no hesitation In declaring

myBelf a member of the republican party, and one
of the atralghtest of the sect. I doubt if any Sena¬
tor can point to earlier or more coustant. service in
its behalf, i began at the beginning, and from that
early day have never failed to sustain its candi¬
dates ami to advance Its princlplt s. For these 1
have labored always, by speech nml vote, in the
Senate and elsewhere: at first with few only; but
at last, as success be^an to dawn, then with
multitudes flocking forward. In this cause

i never asked who were my associates or how many
they would number. In the consciousness of right
I was willing to be alone. To such a parly, with
which so much of my hie Is lntert vvineil, 1 have no
common i«ttachmcnt. Not without legrfct can ! see
it sutler ; not Without a pang can I see it changed
I'rom lis original character, for such a change is
death. Therefore do I asi;, with no common feel¬
ing, that lli^ peril which menaces it may pass away,
i stood by its cradle. Let me not follow its hearse.
ORIGIN A NO OBJECT OF THK IlEl'UBMCAN PARTV.
Turning back to its birth 1 recall a speech of my

own at a state Convention in Massachusetts, as l'ur
back as September 7, 1864, where i vindicated Its
principles and announced Its name In these
words:."As republicans we go forth to encounter
the oligarchy of slavery." The report records the
applause with which this name was received by the
excited multitude. Years of conflict ensued, in
which tlie good cause constantly gained. At hist,
in the summer oi woo, Abraham Lincoln was nomi¬
nated by this party as its candidate for the Presi¬
dency, and here pardon me if I refer again
to myself. On my way home from the
Senate 1 was detained in New York by
tho invltatiou of part;, friends to speak at the
( ooper Institute on the issues of the pending
election, Ihe speech was made July 12, and I
believe was the earliest of the campaign. As
published at the time, It was entitled:."Origin,
Necessity anil Permanence of the Republican
Party." And to exhibit these was its precise object.
Both tho necessity and permanence of the party
were asserted. A brief passage, which 1 take from
the

REl'ORT IV TI1E NEW YORK HERALD,
will show the duty and destiny 1 ventured then to
hold up. After dwelling on the evils of slavery and
the corruptions It hail engendered; including the
purchase of votes at the polls, I proceeded as lol-
lows:.
Therefore, iust so long ns the present false theories of

slavery prevail, whether MMOSrnlng i's character wor-
iilly, ecoitoniii ally and socially, or concerning its preroga-
tivo.H under the constitute n; just >o loim an tho 'lave oil-
gareliy, which is the sleepier a nil unhesitating nxi lit ot
slavery id nil lt-i pre ten si .n«, continues to exiit
as a" polhiral powur, the republican party
must endure. (Applause.) li li'irt men conspire
for slavery, gi>od me n nit o n pi e lor freed* m.

S'iooil, k< oil. i Nor a tue holy war be ciiilcduir.il
e burl ar s n now dominant in the veptiblc Is over-

thruwn a i ihe a.an now -r s driven I' om oir-'erusa-
lom. (Appt iiise.) And wlien tie triiuepn u wo .eeur-
ing hf linme liute obio< toi our orxsni/ai oa. the rep ib-
c aipa-ty will not die, hut, pur'. ed by it; !ot»it contest
with slavery, and filled wuh h .her Hir. it will tie litud
to yet oth r ortj, with n< b' r i. m< for the good o.'innn.

Such, ou i he eve of the Presidential election, was
my description of the republican party and iTVyaspiration for its future. It was not to die; bnt,purified by lonn contest with slavery and tilled with
higher li:o, we were to behold It niteU to yet other
enorts and nobler aims for the good of mnn. There
was noililii)t personal, nothing mean or petty. The
republican party was necessary and permanentaud always on an ascending plane. For such a
party there was no death, but a higher life and no-
bier alms. And this was the party to which 1 gavemy vows. But, alas, how changed! Once countrywas tho object and not a man; once principle wasInscribed on the victorious banners and not a nameonly.
THK REPI'BI.ICAN PARTV SEIZED 1IY THE PRESIDENT.It Is not difficult to Indicate when this disastrous
change, exalting the will of one man above all else,became not only manifest bnt painfully conspicuous.Already it had begun to show ltseii in personal p.e-tenslons, to which 1 shall refer soon, when sud¬
denly, and without any warning through the pub¬
lic press, or any expression irom public opinion,tho President, elected by the republican party,preolpltated upon the conutry an ill-considered ami
ill-omened scheme for the annexation of a
portion of the Island of St. bunlngo, in
pursuance of a treaty negotiated by a per¬
son of Ills own household, sttiinK himself
aide-de-camp of the President of the United Mates.
Had this effort, however Injudicious in object, lieen
confined to ordinary and constitutional proceed¬
ings, with a proper regard for a co-ordinate branch
of the government, It would have soon dropped out
of sight and been remembered only as a blunder:
bnt it was not so.strangelv and unaccountably. It
was pressed for months by every means and ap¬
pliance of power, whether at home or abroad, now
reaching into the Senate Chamber and now Into the
waters about the Island. Reluctant Senators were
subdued to its support. While treading under foot
the constitution in one of lt-t most distinctive re¬
publican principles the President

8E1ZKD T1IE WAR POWERS OF THE NATION,Instituted foreign Intervevtion and capped the
climax of usurpation by menace ot violence to the
black republic of Haytl, where the colored race
have commenced the experiment of self-govern-
tn;:nt ; thus adding manifest outrage of International
law to manifest outrage of ihe constitution, while
the long-suffering African was condemned to new
indignity. All these things, «o utterly Indefensible
?? J^gravatiig, ju«P therefore to lie

'l'H" wpp"' i6nnil defenders on this
; I'resfligt^ who was the original authorot these wrongs, continued to maintain them aud
appealed to republican Senators for Iwlp, thus ful-nlllng the eccentric stipulation with the governmentof RMS, executed by nis aide de camp. At last arepublican Senator, who felt it his duty to ex¬hibit these plain violations of the constitution andof international law, and then in obedience to theIrresistible promptings of his u&turc and in hariuonv

wtth MS wbole life, pleaded for the equal right* or
the black republic, who declared that he did thin
as a republican and to nave the party from thia
wretched conspiracy. This republican Senator, en¬
gaged in a patriotic service, and anxious to save
the colored people from outrage, was denounced on
this floor as a traitor to llie party, aud this was
done by a Senator speaking for the party and
known to be in intimate relations with the Presi¬
dent guilty of these wrongs. Kvidently the party
wus lu process of change from that generous asso¬
ciation dedicated to humau right* and to the1 guardianship of the A file,in race. Too plainly It

! was becoming the instrument of one man aud his
| personal will, no matter liow much he

s >t at defiance the constitution and lnstru-
I mental law, or how much lie insulted the

I colored people. The President was to be main¬
tained at all hazards, notwithstanding his aberra¬
tions, and all who called thorn In question were to
bo st.rnck down. In exhibiting this autocratic pro¬
fusion, so revolutionary aud uurepubllcau in char¬
acter, I mean to be moderate In language and to
keep within the strictest bounds. Tho facts are
indisputable, and nobody can deny the gross viola¬
tion of the constitution and of international law,with the

INSUI.T TO Tnn W.ACK nUPUBMO.
the whole caso being moro reprehensible, as also
plainly more unconstitutional and moro illegal, than
anything alleged against Andrew Johnnou on Ills
Impeachment. Ilelievo me, sir, I should gladlyleave this matter to the judgment already recorded
if it wero not put in issuo again by the extraordi¬
nary eilorts radiating on every lino of olllco
to placo Its author for a second term as
President; and, since slleneo given consent,
all theso efforts are his efforts. They become
more noteworthy when it Is considered the name
of the candidate thus pressod has become a sign of
discord and not of concord.dividing Instead of
uniting the republican party.so that those extra¬
ordinary efforts tend directly to the disruption of
the party, all of which he witnesses, and again byl>is silence ratifies. "Let the party split," says tho
President, "I will not renounce my chance of a

f "cond term." Tho extent of this personal prcj-
s re, and tho subordination of the party to the wdl

of an Individual, compel us to consider Ills preten¬sions. These, too, are In issue:.
I'KK&IUBNTIAI. PUETKNSION8.

"On what meat doth tiila our C;usar food," that
ho should assume so much. No fcouor for victory In
war can Justify disobedience to the constitution and
to law ; n >r ran ft a'lord tho least apology lor any
personal immunity, privilege or license in the Pres¬
idential utlice. A Piesidcnt must turn Into a king
before it can be said of him that he can do no wrong,
lie Is responsible always. As President he is the
foremost servant of the law; bound to obey Us
slightest mandate. As the el ct of tho people ho
owifl not, only the example 01 willing obedience,
but a'so of Illicitly and lii<iust.iy in tho discharge or
his conspicuous oflKo, with an abrogation of all
self-seeking; nothing for s. If, but all tor the country;
nnd now, as we rogaal the career of thin candidate,
we liud, to our amazement, how little it accords
with this simple requirement, liruig it to the
touchstone and it falls. Not only are constitution
and law disregarded, but t!ie Presidential oiflce it¬
self la treated as l.ttlo more than a play¬
thing and a perquisite. When not the
former, then the latter. Here the de¬
tails are ample, showing how, from the
beg nnlng, this exalted trust uas dropped to be u

p jisoual indulgence; where palace cms, fast horses
and seaside lolterlngs figure more than duties; how
personal alms and ob ects have been more promi¬
nent, tliau the public interests; how tim Presiden¬
tial oftlce has beeu used to tulvauce Ids own family
on a scale of nepotism dwarfing everything of tho
kind in our history, and hardly equalled In the cor¬
rupt governments where this abuse has most pre¬
vailed; luw in the aauio spirit oiiico has boon con¬
ferred upon those from whom he had received
gifts or benefits, t.ius making tho country
r<p j uls personal obligations; now personal de¬
votion to himself rath r than public or party ser¬
vice has been made the standard of favor; how the
vast appointing power oouibm-d by the constitu¬
tion ioi the genera) welfare has been employed at
his will to promote lus schemes, to rowa-d his
friends, to punish his opponents, nnd to ridvnnce
his election to a second term: how all these as¬
sumptions havo matured in a personal government
semi-mili tary in character and breathing the mili¬
tary spirit, being a specios of Oicsarisni or pcrson-
ullsm, abhoncnt to republican Institutions, where
subservience to the President is the supremo law;
how in maintaining this subservience h > has op¬
erated by a system of combinations having their
orbits about linn so tha{

LIKB Tilii PLANET SATCIIN
lie is surrounded bv riucs. Nor does the Bimllltniln
end hero; lor his rings, like those of the planet, nrc
held in position by sutellltes. How this utterly un-
republlean Ctnsarism lias mustered the republicun
party and dictated the Presidential will, stalking
into the Senate Chamher itself, while a vindictive
spirit visits good republicans who cannot submit,
llow tbo President himself, unconscious that a Pres¬
ident has no right to quarrel with anybody, Insists
upon quarreling until be has become the great 1'res-
ldentlal quarreler, with more quarrels than all other
Presidents together, and all begun aud continued
by himself. Ilow his personal followers back him
in quarrels. Insult those he insults, and then, not
departing from his spirit, cry out with Shakespeare.
"We will havo rings and tilings and line array,"
and Dually how the chosen head of the republic. Is
known chiefly for Presidential pretensions utterly
indefensible in character, derogatory to the country
and 01' evil Influence, making personal objects a
primary pursuit, so that, Ir.stead of abeneilccnt
presence, he Is a bad oxample, through whom
republican Institutions suffer aud the people
learn to do wrong. Would that these things
could bo forgotten, but since, through odicious
friends, the President Insists upon a second term,
they must bo considered, nobody will vindicate
Iheln. li is easy to see that CVsarism, oven in
Europe, is at a discount; that personal govern¬
ment lias been beaten in that undent field, and that
Omr, with a Semite at his heels, is not the lit
model for oar republic. Etna George the Third of
England, so peculiar for obstinacy and narrowness,
had retainers in Parliament, who went under the
name of the King's friends. Nothing can be allowed
here to Justify the Inquiry, "Have we a Kiug George
among us »" or that other question, "Have we a
party in the Senate of the King's friends?"

I'EKoON AL OOVKKNMENT UNK8PUBMCAN.
Personal governms nt is autocratic. It Is the one

man power elevated above all else, and is therefore
in directconflict with republican government, whose

consummate form Is trl-partltc.executive, legisla¬
tive and Judicial.aach independent and coequal.
Prom Mr. Madison, lu the i-Vrf* ralixt,vrc learn that the
accumulation ot these powers lu the same hauds may
justly be pronounced the very deflnltlonof tyranny;
and so any attempt by either to exercise the
powers of another is a tyrannical invasion, always
reprehenslblo in proportion to Its extent. John
Adams tells us In most instructive words that
It is by balancing each of these powers against
the other two, that the efforts In human nature
towui d tyranny can alone be chocked and re¬
strained and any degree of freedom preserved in
the constitution.* Then, again, the same authority
says that the perfection of this great Idea is by giv¬
ing each division a power to defend itself by a nega¬
tive. In other words, each is armed aguiust inva¬
sion by the others. Accordingly, the con¬
stitution of Virginia in 1776, conspicuous
as a historical preccdeut, declared expressly
that the Legislative, Executive and Judiciary
departments shall be separate and distinct,
so that ueither exorcise the powers properly be¬
longing to the other, nor shall any person execute
the powers of more than one of them at the same
time.
The constitution of Massachusetts, dating from

1790, embodied the same principle in these memo¬
rable words:."The legislative department shall
never exercise the executive and Judical
! owers or either of them. The executive shall
never exercise tho legislative and judicial
powers or cither of them. The Judicial shall
never exercise tho legislative and executive
powers or either of theiu.to \)ic end tlwt i\ mfiy
be tVHTUWi'hf of iutos uiicl not Oi fneu. A govern¬
ment 6fIIn\3 and not of men is the object or repub-
IIcan government; nay more, it is the distinctive
essence, without which It becomes a tyranny.
Therefore personal government in all its forms, and
especially when it seeks to sway tho action of any
ot'i-r branch or overturn its constitutional nega¬
tive, is hostile to the Ilrst principles of republican
Institutions una an unquestionable outrage. That
our I'm sldent has offended in this way Is unhappily
too apparent. The President is a civilian. To com-
preli' ud the personal government that has been In¬
stalled over us we must know its author.

HIS Picrvjil OK TllK FftBtUDKXT.
His picture is the necessavy frontispiece.not

as a soldier, let it be borne in mind.bat as a
civilian. The President Is the titular head of the
army and navy of the United States; but his ofHo#
Is not military or naval. As If to exclude all que*
tlon, ht is classed by the constitution among civil
ofliccrs; therefore, as a civilian is he to be seen.
Then, perhaps, we mav learn the secrct
of the policy so adverse fd republicanism
in which ho perseveres. To appreciate his
peculiar character as a civilian it Is important to
know bis triumphs as a soldier; for the one is the
natural complement of the other. The successful
-oldi >r Is rarely changed to the successful civilian.
There seems an incompatibility between the two,
modified by the extent to which one has boeu
allowed to fxclpde the other. One always a soldier
cannot late In lh'e become a statesman, one always

a civilian cannot iate in life become a soldier. Edu¬
cation and experience are needed in etfeh.

WASHINGTON AND JACKSON
wero civilians as well as soldiers. In the large

i training and experience o^ antiquity the soldier
| and civilian were oit;n united. Uur. in modern

times this has been rare. The camp is peculiar In
j the influence It exorcises. It Is in itself an educa-
| tlon, but it is not the education of the statesman.
¦ To suppose that we can change without prepara¬tion from the Midler to the statesman Is

to ass.imo that training and experience are of less
consequence for tne one than the other; that a
man may be born a statesman, but can lit himself

i for a soldier only by four years at West Point, care¬
ful scientific study, the command of troops and ex¬
perience in the tented Held. Aud is nothing
required for the statesman?

A STATESMAN.
Is his duty so light' Ills study is the nation and its
welfare; turning always to history lor example, to
law for authority anil to the loftiest truth for rules
ol conduct. No knowledge, care or virtue disci¬
plined by habit can be too gunt. The
pilot Is not accepted In his trust until
he knows the signs of the storm, the secrets of navi¬
gation, the rocks of the coast, all oi which are
learned by careful study, with chaits and soumlln«.
by coasting the land and watching the crested
waves, liut can lesl be expected of the other pilot
who Is to steer the ship of State which contains
us ail ? The failure of tlw modem soldier as states¬
man is exhibited by Mr. Huckie in his remarkable
work on the "Historv of Civilization. " Writing as

a philosopher devoted to liberal Ideas he do. not
disguise that In antiquity "the most eminent soldiers
were likewise the most eminent polltloians." Hut
he plainly shows the reason when he adds that,"in the midst of the hurry and turmoil of campsthese eminent men cultivate their minds to the
highest point that the knowledge of that aire
would allow." The sccret was culture not confined
to war. In modern Kurope few soldiers have
!>eeu more conspicuous than Custavus Adol-
Shus and Frederick, sometimes called tlio
rear; hut we learn from our author that

both failed Ignomlnously in their domestic
policy and showed themselves as short¬
sighted In the arts of peace as they were sagaciousin the arts of war. The judgment of Marlboroughla pointed, whllo protraylng hlru as "The greatestconqueror of the age, the hero of a hundred fights,the victor or l;ienhelm and iUmtlllcs," the same
philosophical writer describes him as "a man not
only of the most Idle and frivolous pursuits, but
miserably Ignorant that his deficiencies made him
the ridicule of his contemporaries, wtille his polities
wcro compounded of selfishness and treachery."Nor was Wellington an exception. Though sldLlng in
tli" Held without a rival, and remarkable for Integrityof purpose, an unflinching honesty and high moral
feeling, the conqueror or Waterloo Is described as
"nevertheless utterly unequal to the complicated ex¬
igencies of political life." Such are the examples of
history ; cacli with its warniug. It would bo hard
to iind anything In the native endowments or
in the training of our chieftain to make
him an illustrious exception. At least nothing
of this kind is recorded. Was nature
more generous with him than with Marborougli or
Wellington, Gustavus AdolphuB, or Frederick,
called tho Great f Or was his experlenco of life

a better preparation than theirs r And yet they
failed, oxcept in war. It Is not known that our
chieftain had any experience as a civilian until lio
became President; nor does any partl/.au attri¬
bute to him that double culture which in antiqmiy
mado

TIIH HAM K MAN 80LDIKU ANO RTATKSMAN.
It bus been often said that he took no note of

public alia Irs, never voting but ouco In his life, amithen for James Uuchanun. Alter leaving west
Point he bocanio a captain in tho army, but soon
aoandonod the service, to appear at a later day as a
successful general. There is no reason to believe
that he employed the intermediate period n any
way calculated to improve hlin as a statesman.
One of Ills unhesitating supporters, my colleagno
Air. Wilson, Iu a speech intended to commend linn
for re election, says:."Before the war we knew
nothing of Grant." lie was earning a few hundred
dollars a year by tanning hides lu Galena. By the
war lie passed to be President. And such was
his preparation to govern the great republic,
making It an cxamplo to mankind. Tims lie
learned to di al with ull questions, domestic and
foreign, whether of peace or war, to declare con¬
stitutional law und international law, and to ad¬
minister the vast appointing power,creating cabinet
ollloers, judges, foreign ministers and an uncounted
army or oillce holders. To these things must bo
added that when this soldier first began as civilian
he was

AT.UKAPY TOBTY-SIX VKAKH OLD.
At this mature age.close oil half a century.
when habits are irrevocably ilxed, and the mind
has hardened against what Is new.when the char¬
acter bus taken its permanent form, and the whole
man is rooted in his own uncnangeablo Individual¬
ity, our soldier entorcd abruptly upon the untried
Itlo of a civilian iu its most exaltod sphere. Do not
be surprised that, like other soldiers, he failed; the
wonder would ba had ho succeodou. Ilai vcy was
accustomod to say that nobody over forty ever
accepted his discovery of the circulation of the
blood; but ho Is not the only person
who has recognized this period of life as the divid¬
ing point, alter which it is dilTluult to learu new
things. Something like this U embodied lu the
French saving.-that at forty a man has given ills
measure. At least his vocation is settled.how
c» moletely is seen, if we supposo the statesman,
ultur traversing the dividing point, abruptly
changed to tlio soldier. And yet at an age nouily
seven ve^rs later, our soldipr is precipitatelycltailgea to lu? &taie5maff. This stidden metamor¬
phosis cannot bo forgotten, when ho seoks to coni-
preheud the btrango pretensions which ensued. It
is easy to r,ec hew t-omo very moderate experience
In civil life, involving of com so the lesson or sub-
oidination to republican principles, would have
preventedIndefensible acts.

TESTIMONY OF THE I.ATK EUWIN M. BTANTON.
Something also must be attributed to individual

character: and here 1 express no opinion of my
own. I shall allow another to speak, In solemn
words echoed from the tomb. On reaching Wash¬
ington, at the opening of congress, In December,
lsoti, 1 wus paiiiod to liear that Mr. Stanton, lately
Secretary of War, was In falling health. Full of
gratitude for his unsurpassed services, and with a
sentiment of rrlendshlp quickened by common po¬
litical sympathies, I lost no tlmo In seeing
him, and repeated my visits until his death,
towards tho close of the same month. My last
visit was marked by a communication never to be
forgotten. As I entered Ids bedroom, where I
found him reclining on a sofa, propped by pillows,
he reached out Ids hand, already clammy cold,
and In reply to my Inquiry, "How are you ?" he
answered, "Waiting for my furlough." .Then at
once, with singular solemnity, he said, "I have
something to say to you." When I was seated he
proceeded, without one word of Introduction : "1
know General Grant belter than any other person
lu the country can know him. It was my duty to
studv him, and I did so night and day, when 1 saw
him and when I did uot see him, and now i tell you
what I know :

UK CANNOT GOVERN THIS COUNTRY.''
The Intensity of his manner and the positlveness

of his judgment surprised me, Tor though I was
aware that the lute Secretary of War did not place
the President very high In general capacity I was
not prepared for a Judgment ho strongly couched.
At lust, after some deluy, occupied In meditating
his remarkable statement, I observed, "What you
say is vory broad." "It Is us true as it is broad,"
he replied promptly. I added, "You are tardy.
Why did you wait till this late time ? Why did
you not say it before Ills nomination »" lie
answered that ho wus not consulted ubont the
nomination and had no opportunity of expressing
Ills opinion upon it. besides being much occupied at
the time Willi his duties as Secretary of War ami
his contest, with the President. I followed by say¬
ing:."Hut you took part in the Presidential elec¬
tion and made a succession of speeches for him in
Ohio and Pennsylvania." "1 spoke," said he, "but

I never Introduced the name of General Grant. I
spoke for the republican party and the republican
cause." This was the last time I saw Mr. Stanton.
A lew days later I followed him to the grave
whore he now rests. As tlie vagaries of the Presi¬
dent became more and more manifest, and the
Presidential office seemed more aud more a play¬
thing and perquisite, this dying judgment of the
great citizen who knew him so well haunted me
night aud day, and 1 now communicate it to my
country, feeling that it is a legacy I have no right
to withhold. Key otul the Intrinsic Interest from its
author, It Is not without vulue as testimony In
considering how the President could have
been led into that Quixotism of personal preten¬
sion which it Is my duty to expose. Pardon me if

1 repeat it that is my duty to make the exposure,
spreading before vou the proois of that personal
government whlcn will only pass without censure
when it passes without observation. Insisting
upon re-election the President challenges inquiry
and puts himself upon the country. But even if his

I pressure for re-election did not menace the
tranquillity of the country it is important that the
personal pretensions he has set up should be ex-
posed, that no President hcreaiter may venture
upon such wi^ys and no Senator presume to defend
them. The case Is clear as noon.

TWO TYPICAL INSTANCE?.
In opening tills catalogue I select two typical in¬

stances.nepotism and gift-taktng officially com-
1 penaated.each absolutely Indefensible in the head

of a republic, most pernicious lu example, and
showing beyoyd question that, surpassing egotism
which cnaiigcu Ilifi Presidential otllce into a personal
instrumentality not unllko the tiuuk of an ele¬
phant, apt for all things, small as well as groat,
from provision for a relative to pressing a treaty on

a reluctaut Senate or forcing a relation on a re¬
luctant people.

NKrOTISM ok tiif, PRESIDENT.
Between these two typical Instances I hogitate
which to place foremost: but since the nepotism of
the President Is a ruling passion, revealing the
piimaiv iusilncts of his nature; since it is mnlu-
tained by him in utter unconsciousness of ttsoilen-
sive character; since, Instead of blushing for it as
an unhappy mistake, he continues to uphold It;
since it lias been openly defended by Scna-
tors on this iloor, and hlnce no true

. patriot, anxious lor republican Institutions,
can doubt that It ought to be dJlyqi jyjth hissing

' and scorn 1'roni all probability oi repetition, Ioegin
' with this undoubted abuse. There has been no

call of Congi ees for a return of the relat ions holding
office, stipend or money-making opportunity tinder
the President. The country Is leit to the press for
Information on this Important subject. If there Is
any exaggeration the President is in fault; since,
knowing the discreditable alli gations, lie has not
hastened to furnish the precise facts, or at least
his partizans have fulled In rot calling
for the official Information. In the good
which they have shown In this Chamber. It In evi¬
dent that any resolution calling for It, moved by a

i Seuatoi not kno\fn to be for his re-election, would
I meet, with opposition; and an eflor t to vindicate

republican Institutions would be denounced as an

j assault on the President. Hut the newspapers have
i placed enough beyond question for judgment In this

extraordinary case, although thus lar there has
been no attempt to appreciate it in the light of
history. One list makes the number of beneficiaries
as many as forty-two, being, probably, every person

| known allied to the President by blood or mar-
rlage. Persons seeming to speak for the President,
or at least after carelul luquiries, have denied the
accuracy of this list, redwing It to thirteen. It
will not be questioned that there is ut least

A BAKKB'S IHV/.KN IN TIIK CATBUOKY.
Thirteen relations of the President billeted on
the country, not one of whom, but for this re¬
lationship, would have been brought forward,
the whole constituting n case of nepotism not

\ unworthy of these worst governments, whose oillee
is a faintly possession. Beyond the list
of thirteen ore other revelations showing that this

' strange abuse did not stop with the President's
! relatives, out that these rehit ions obtained appoint¬

ments for others in their circle, so that every rela-
j tion bcri'ine a centre of Influence, while the Presl-

, deutlal family extended Indefinitely, Only one
President has appointed relations aud that was
John Adams, but ne found public opinion Inspired

I by tho example of Washington so strong against It
: that after a slight experiment he replied to an ap-

t pllcdut:."Vou know it is Impossible for me to up-
i point my own relations to anything without draw¬

ing lorth a lorreut of obloquy.'' The judgment of the
country round voice In Thomas Jefferson, who, In a

I letter wiutcn shortly alter tie became President

used them strong words."Mr. Adams degraded
himself Inilnttely by hla conduct on ttila subject."
But John Adama, besides transferring his sen John
Quiucy Adams from one diplomatic post to an¬
other, appointed only two relations. Pray, sir,
what words would Jefferson use if he were
here to speak on the open and multifa¬
rious nepotism of our President. It was
said that popes were not to neglect theirown blood ;
that they should not show themselves worse than
the beasts, not one of whom failed to caress his re¬
lations, aud the class of bears and ltons, the most
ferocious of all, was cited as authority lor this re¬
cognition of one's own blood. All this was soberly
said, arid it Is doubtless true. Not even a pope can
neglect his own blood; but help and
charity must bo at his own ex-

Eieuse, and not at the expense of his country.
11 appolntm-nts to olllce, merit and not blood is
the only just recommendation ; that nepotism had
teased to lord Itself in Home; that 110 pontiff billets
his relations upon the Church; that the appointing
power or the Pope is treated us a public trust and
not us a personal perquisite. This is the present
testimony with regard to that government wliich
knows from cxperleuce the baneful character ol'
this abuse.

AM KKIOAN AUTH0RITIH3 ON NHPOTISM.
The nepotism of Rome was little known in onr

country, and I do not doubt that Washington, flfhen
declining to make tho Presidential olllce a personal
porqulslte, was governed by that instinct of duty
and patriotism which rendered him so pre-eminent.
Through all the perils of a seven years' war ho had
battled with that kingly rule which elevates a
whole family without regard to merit, fastening all
upon tho nation, and he had learnod that this
social system could find no place in a repub¬
lic. Therefore he rejected tho claims of relations
and In nothiug was his example more beautiful.
In Ills latest biography Washington Irving records
him as saying, "So far as 1 know my own mind I
would not be In the remotest dogrce influenced In
making nominations, by motives arising from the
ties of family or bloo;l." Then again he declared
Ids purpose 1 to discharge the duties of ofllce with
thai impartiality and zeal for the public good which
ought never to suffer connections ol blood or friend¬
ship to mingle so as to have the least sway on de¬
cisions of a public nature." This excel¬
lent rulo of conduct is illustrated by the
udvico to his successor, with regard to tho
promotion of his sou, John Quincy Adams. After
giving it as his opinion that the latter was the
most valuable churactcr wo had a!.road aud pro¬
mising to be tho ablest of all our diplomatic corps,
Wusnlntfton declares, "If he was now to bo
brought into that life, or into any other public
walk, I could not upon the prlnclplo which has
regulated my own conduct disapprove of
the caution which la hinted at In the
lettor." Considering the importance of tho
rulo it were better h id It prevailed over parental
regard and the extraordinary merits of the son.
In vindicating his conduct at a Inter day John
Adams protested against what ho called

"TIIB UYPEB-Sin'RIU.ATlVK VIKTirg"
of Washington, and inserted:."A PresUlont ought
not to appoint a man because he Is his relative,
nor ought lie refuse or negloct. to appoint him for
that reason." With absoiuto certainty that the
President is above all prcjudico of family, and
sensitive to merit only, this rulo is not unreason¬
able. Hut. who can bo trusted to apply It 1
Jefferson developed and explained the true prin¬
ciples in a manner worthy of republican institu¬
tions. In a letter to a relation immediately after
becoming President he wrote:."The oubllo will
never be made to believe that an appointment of a
rcUtivo is mado on the ground of merit alone, un¬
influenced by family views; nor can they ever fceis
with approbation oillces, tho disposal of which they
entrust to their Presidents for public purposes,
divided out as family propoi ty." Mr. Adams de-

{ traded himself infinitely by his conduct, on tills sub-
ect, as Washington had done himself tho greatest
lonor. With two such examples to proceed by I
should bo doubly inexcusable to err. Alter Ills re¬
tirement from the Presidency, In a letter to a kins¬
man, he asserts the rule ngalu:."Toward acquir¬
ing the conlidence of the people the first measure

ts to satisfy them of his disinterestedness, and that
ic Is directing their affairs with a sln^lo eye to
their good, and not to build up fortunes for himself
and family, aud especially that tne officers ap¬
pointed to transact their affairs are appointedbec&use they are the Attest rnori, not because
they are his relations. So prone arc they to sus¬
picion that when a President appoints a relation
of his own, however worthy, tliey will believe that
favor and not merit was the motive. I thercforo
laid It down as a law of conduct for myself never
to give an appointment to a relation." That state¬
ment Is unanswerable. Tho elect of tho peoplo
must live so as best to maintain their interests and
elevate tho national sentiment. This can be only
by an example of unselfish devotion to the
public weal which shall bo above suspicion. A
President suspected of weakness for his relations is
already shorn of strength. In saying that his pre¬
decessor "degraded himself infinitely by his con¬
duct on this subject" Mr. Jefferson shows the rigor
of his requirement. Besides the transfer of his son,
John IJulncy Adams, from one diplomatic
mission to another. John Adams is respon¬
sible for the appointment of his son-in-
law, Colonel Smith, as surveyor of the Port
of Now York, and his wife's nephew, William
Cranch, ns Chief Justice of the Circuit Court of the
District of Columbia; both persons of great
abilities, and the former serving through the war
with high applause of his suporiors. The public
sentiment appears in the condemnation of these
appoiutments. In refusing another of lils
relations John Adams wroto:."You know it
Is impossible for mo to appoint my own
relations to anything without drawing forth
a torrent of obloquy." Hut this toirent was
nothing but tho judgment of the American people,
unwilling that republican institutions at that early
day should suffer. Thus far John Adams stands
aloao. If any other President has made ap-
poiutmeiyM from ills own family 11 has been In so
petty a stale as not to be recognized in history.
John Oulncy Adams, when President, did not follow
his lather. An early letter to bis mother foreshad¬
ows a rule not uullke that of Jefferson:

I hope, my ever dear and honored mother, that yon nro
fully convinced from my letter* which yoti have before
this reoclvea that upou the contingency of my father's
being placed In the first Magistracy I shall never stive
him any trouble by solicitation for office of any kind.
Your late letter* have repeated so many times
(bat I ."hall In that cose have nothing to exuect,
that I am altald you have imagined It possible
that I might form expectations from sach an event. I had
hoped that my mother knew me better that she did mo
the justice to believe that 1 have not been so totullv re¬
gardless or forgetful of tho principles which my education
had instilled, nor so totally destitute of a personal sense of
delicacy as to be susceptible of a wish tending In that
direction.
To Jefferson's sense of public dutv John QnlnryAdams added the sense of personal delicacy.both

strongly against the appointment of relations. To
the irresistible Judgment against this abuse a
recent moralist of lofty nature. Theodore Parker-
imparts new expression wheu he says:. "It is a
dangerous and unjust practice." This Is simple
and monitory.

rRKalDKNTfAT, APOLOOIK9 FOR NEPOTISM.
Without the avalanche of testimony against this

Presidential pretension, It is only necessary to
glance at the defences sometimes set up. For such
is the insensibility bred by Presidential example,that even this Intolerable outrage is not without
voices speaking for the President. Sometimes It is
said thai his salary, being far from royal, the peo¬
ple will not scan closely an attenipt to helprelatives; which, being interpreted, means that
the President may supplement the pettiness of his
salary by the appointing power. Let John Adams,who diil not hesitate to bestow otllce upon a few
relations of unquestioned merit, Judge these pre¬tensions. I quote his words:."Every public man
should be honestly paid for his services, but he
should be restrained from every perquisite not
known to the laws, and he should mako
no claims upon the gratitude of tho
public nor ever confer an office within
his patronage upon a son, a brother, a friend,
upon pretence that, he is not paid for Ids services
by the protltsof his oillce." It is impossible to deny
the soundness of thl9 requirement and Its com¬
pleteness as an answer to one ol the Presidential
apologists. .Sometimes the defender is more auda¬
cious, Insisting openly upon the Presidential pre¬
rogative without question, until we seem to hear in
aggraVSted lorui the obnoxious cry.

"to tiib victor 11 ItLong tire spoit.9."
I did not suppose that this old cry could he re¬

vived in uny lot in, but since It is heard again I
choose to expose it; and here I use the language
of Madison, whose mild wisdom has illumined so
much of constitutional duty. In his Judgment tho
pretension was odious that offices and emolu¬
ments were the spoils of victory, the per¬
sonal property of tho successful cau-

I UblW? for Jhtj Presidency, and he folds In
; words inn to be Ibrgotten at taut moment, "The

' principle ir avowed without the practice or prac¬
tised without the avowal, could not fail to degrade
any administration.loth together completely so."
Th»se are strong words. The rule In Its early lorm
could not fall to degrade any administration | Vut
now this degading rule Is extended and we art
told that to the President's femily belong the spoils.

1 Another apology vouchsafed, even on this door, Is
I tliallf the l'resldentcannot. appoint Ids relations they' alone of all citizens are excluded from oillce, which,

It is said, should not be. Ilut Is it not for the pub-
: |lc good that they should be excluded t Huch was
! tne wis$ Judgment of Jefferson and such Is the

i t-stlmony from another quarter. That eminent
I prelate, Hishop Dtitier, who has given the English! literature one of Its most masterly productions,

known as "Butler's Analogy," after his ele¬
vation to the Sec of Durham, with Its remark-

I able patronage, was so self-denying with regard
to his family, that a nephew said to him, "Me-
thinks, my lord, It Is a mis.ortune to be related to

i vou." Golden words of honor for the English
Hishop Hut, none such have been earned by the
American President. Assuming that, In case of

| positive merit designating a citizen for a par-I ticular post, the President might appoint a relation,
it would be only where the merit was
"o shining that his absence would
lie noticed. At least, It must be such
as to make the citizen a candidate without regard
to family. Ilut.no such merit Is attributed to the
bem ilciaiies of our President, some of whom have

I done little but bring scandal npon the public ser¬
vice. At, least one Is tainted with fraud, and an-

| oilier, with the commission of the republic abroad,
bus been guilty of Indiscretions Inconsistent with

| Ills trust. Appointed oi iginally In open defiance of
republican principles, thy have been retained In

I office alter their unfitness became painfully con¬
spicuous. Hy the testimony beioru a Congressional
commit tee

ONE OF TI1KSB, A BROTH ER-IN-f.AW,
was Implicated In bribery and corruption. It is
said that at last, alter considerable delay, the
President has consented to Ids removal. Here 1
leave for the present this enormous pretension of
neootiai swollen to eioDhantlasls. which nobody

can defend, (panto gift-taking, wMehwtMi oar
President baa assumed an unprecedented form.
Sometimes public men, even In our country, have
h eJF f,ft8> «ot It Is not knoirn tbat any Presidenthas before

repaid thi patron wrrn OFPIOl.
. £ 5 Pub,,° man to take gifts In reprehensible. For

a President to select Cabinet Councillors and other
officers from among those from whom ho has taken
girts is an anomaly in republican annals. Observe,fJwJi J speak of it gently, unwilling to exhibit the
Indignation wblch such a Presidential pretension Iscalculated to arouse. The country will judge It andblot It oat as an example. There have beenthroughout history corrupt characters In ofllclalstation. Hut, whether in ancient or moderntimes, the testimony is constant againstthe taking of gifts; and now here,with rooro force than In our Scripture*,whoro it la sftld -"Thou shalt not wrcflt judgment;thou shalt not respect persons, neither take a sift,for a gift doth blind the eyes of the wlsV'.here isthe inhibition and also the reason, which a slbrhtobservation shows to bo true. Does not a giftblind the eyes of the wiser 'Hie Influence of gutsis represented by Plutaroh in the life of a SpartanKing, for he thought thosa ways of entrapping
mon by gifts and presents, which other kings
uho, dmhonest and artillclal, and it seemed to
him to be the most noble method and most suita¬
ble to a king to win the affections or those that
came near him by personal intercourse and agree¬
able conversation, since between a friend and a
mercenary the only distinction Is that we gain the
one by our character and conversations and the
other by our money. What Is done under the in¬
fluence of gifts is mercenary. Hut whether from
ruler to subject, or from subject to ruler, the gift is
equally pernicious. An ancient patriarch feared
the Greeks bearing gifts, and these words liave be¬
come a proverb, but there are

GREEKS BKAKINO OIKT8 ELSEWHERE
than at Troy. A public man can trailtc with such only
at ills peril. At their appearance the prayer should
be said, "Lead as not Into temptation."
the best examples testify. Thus, in the autobio¬
graphy of Lord Brougham, posthumously published,
it appears that at a groat meeting In Glasgow
five huudred pounds were subscribed as a gift
to him for the public servlco, to be put in such
lorm as ho might think best, lie hesitated.
He required, he records, much consideration,
as such gifts were liable to abuse. Not con tent
with his own judgment, he assembled his
friends to discuss it, Lord Holland, Lord Er.sktno,
Komllly and Baring, and he wroto Karl Grey,
afterward Prime Ministor, who replied as fol¬
lows:."Both Granville and I accepted a piece of
plate from the Catholics in Glasgow.of 110 great
value, Indocd.after we wore turned out. If you still
feel scruples, I can only add that it is imposs.ble to
err on the slda of delicacy with respect to matters
of this nature." It ended in his accepting a small
gold Inkstand. In our country Washington keeps
tils lofty heights, setting himself

AGAINST OlKf-TAKING AS AGAINST NEPOTISM.
In 1735, while In private lire, two years after ho

ceased to bo commauder-ln-chlof of our armies and
four years before he became President, ho could not
be Induced to accept a certain amount of canal
stock ottered him by the State of Virginia, as ap¬
pears in an oftlclal communication. "It gives me
great pleasuro to inform you that tho Assembly,
without a dissenting voice, complimented you
with fifty shares in the Potomac Company
and loo in the James Rivor Company."Fully to appreciate the reply of Washington
it must be borne in mind that, according to Wash-
ington Irving, his biographer, some degree of econ¬
omy was necessary, for his financial att'alrs had suf¬
fered during the war, anil the products of his es¬
tate had fallen otf. Ilut ho was not tempted. Tims
he wrote "How would this matter be viewed by
the eye of the world, and what would be its opinion
when it comes to be related that Oeorge Washing¬
ton accepted $20,000 under whatever pretonce and
however customarily these gifts arc made la othor
countries? If I accepted should I not
HENCEFORWARD BE CONSIDERED AS A DEPENDENT^

I never for a moment entertained the Idea of ac¬
cepting it." How admirably he touches the point
when no asks:."If l accepted this should 1 not
henceforward be considered as a dependent?" Ac¬
cording to our Scripture tho gift blinds the eyes.
According to Washington it makes the receiver a
dependent. In harmony with this sentiment was
his subsequent refusal to be President, as Is re¬
corded by an ingenuous writer. He was exceed¬
ingly careful about committing himself, would re-
fccive no favors of any kind, and scrupulously
paid for everything. A largo house was sot apart
for him on Ninth street, on tho grounds now covered
by tho Pennsylvania University, which I10 refused
to accept. By such Instances, brought to light re¬
cently and shining in contrast with our times, wo
loarn to admire anew the virtue of Washington.
It would be easy to show how in all ages the refusal
or girts uas been

RECOUNTED AS THE 810N OP VIRTUE,
if not the requirements of duty. The story of St.
Louis of France Is beautllul and suggestive. Leav¬
ing on a crusade he charged the Queen Regent,
who remained behind, "not to accept presents for
herself or her children." Such was one of the in¬
junctions by which thiB monarch when far away
on a pious expedition impressed himself upon his
country. My own strong convictions on this Presi¬
dential pretension were aroused In a conversation
which it was iuy privilege to enjoy with John Qulncy
Adams, as he sat in his sick chamber at
his son's house, in Boston, a short time
before he fell at his post of duty In the House of
Representatives. In a voice trembling with age
ana with emotion he said that "no public man
could take gifts without peril," and he confessed
that his own judgment had been quickened by tlio
example of Count Romanoff, the eminent Chan¬
cellor of the Russian empire, who, aft?r receiving
costly gifts from foreign sovereigns with whom lie
hud negotiated treaties, felt a difficulty of con¬
science in keeping them, and at last handed
over their value to u hospital, as in related
to Mr. Adams, then Minister at St. Petersburg.
The latter was impressed by the Russian
example and through his long career as Minister
abroad, Secretary of State, President and Repre¬
sentative always refused gifts, unless a book or
some small article in its nature

A TOKEN AND NOT A REWARD OR BRIBE.
The constitution testifies against the taking of

gifts by officers of the United States when it pro¬
vides that no persons holding any office of profit or
trust under them shall, without the consent of the
Congress, accept of any present or emolument
from any king, prince or foreign State. The
acceptance of a present or emolument from
our own was left without constitntional inhibition,
to be constrained by the public conscience and the
Just aversion to any semblance of bargain and sale
or bribery In the public service. The case of our
President Is exceptional. Notoriously he lias taken
gifts while hi the public service, some at least after
he had been elected President, until the Galena
tanner of a few hundred dollars a year, to
borrow the words of my colleague, Mr.
Wilson, one of bis supporters, "Is now rich
in houses, lands and stock above his salary,"
being probably the richest President since George
Washington. Notoriously he has appointed to his
Cabinet several, among these Greeks bearing gift*,
without seeming to see the Indecorum, if not the
Indecency of the transaction. At least two, if not
three, of these Greeks, having no known position in
the republican party or Influence in the country,
have been selected as his counsellors in national
affairs and heads of great departments of govern¬
ment. Again do I repeat the words of our Scrip¬
tures:."A gift doth blind the eyes of the wise."
Aualn the words of Washington:. "If I accepted
this should 1 not henceforward be considered a de¬
pendent f" Nor does the case of the first Secretary
of State differ in character from the other three.
The President, feeling under

PERSONAL OBLIGATION TO MR. WASHDfRNE
for Important support, gave him a complimentary
nomination with the understanding that, u tter con¬
firmation, lie should forthwith resign. 1 cannot
forget the Indignant comment of the late Mr. Fes-
senden as we passed out of the Senate Chamber
Immediately after the confirmation. "Who," said
he, "ever heard before of a man nominated Secre¬
tary of State merely as a compllmcut." But this is
only another case of the public service subordinated
to personal considerations. Not only In the Cabinet
but In other offices flu-re is reason to believe that
the President ha" been under the Inilueuce of pa¬
trons. Why Was lie so "

BLIND TO THOMAS MVRrilY ?
The Cnstotti Uotise Qf New York, with all Its

capacity as a political engine, was handed over to
this agent, whose want or recognition In the re-

Iiubllcan party was outbalanced by Presidential
avors, and whose gilts have become notorious;
JiM wiien H19 demand Toy (lis removal was Irresis¬
tible the IVesldent accepted his resignation with an
effusion of sentiment natural toward a patron, but
without Justification In the character of the retiring
officer. Shakspeare, who saw intuitively the

Then again how truly spokQ V HP
?'imon, "No gilt to him but brefcdrf M»e giv&F I ;e-
urn exceeding all use of quittance J« and such
were the returns made by the Presldonfv Thus
much for girt taking reciprocated by office. JUj
Incident is original, and without precedent in our
history.

TIIE PBBSIDKNOV AS A PER<jriSfTE.
I have now completed the survey of the two typ¬

ical instances, nepotism aDd gift-taking officially
compensated, In wlileh we are compelled to see tho
President. In these things he shows himself. Here
Is no portrait drawn by critic or enemy, it is the
original who stands forth, saying:."Behold tho
generosity I practice to my relations at the expense
01 the public service; also the gilts I take and then
my way of rewarding the the patrons, always at the
expense of the public service." In this open exhi¬
bition we see how the Presidency, instead of a trust
has become a perquisite. Ihid as are these two cap¬
ital instances, and important us is their condemna¬
tion, so that they m:iy not liecome a precedent, I
dwell on them now as Illustrating the administration

A President that can do such things and uot recog¬
nize at once the error he has committed, shows
that supercmlnence of egotism under which tho
constitution. International law and municipal law,
to say nothing of republican government In Its
primary principles, are all subordinated to tho
Presidential will; and this |s personal government.
Add an Insensibility to the honest convictions of
others, and you lutvo a characteristic incident of
this pretension.

INSTANCES.
Lawyers cite what are called "loading cases." a

few of these show the Presidential wlil In constant,
operation, Willi little regard to precedent or rea¬

son, so as to be a caprice If It were not a preten¬
sion. Imitating thu Popes In nepotism, tiie Presi¬
dent has Imitated them In ostentatious assumption
of Infallibility.

T1IB rRBSIDINT'S INAtTfltTRAL ADDRESS.
Other Presidents have entered upon their office

with a certain modesty and distrust. Washington,

!¦ lb Ineegerel eddrew, declared ht« "snxiettea."
al»o hia sense of "the magnitude and diitlculty
of the trust," awakening a distrustful
scrutiny Into his qualifications. Jeirer-
Hon, In his famous inaugural. so replete with
political wisdom, aiter declaring hia "nincere con¬
sciousness that the taH'< la above his talents," says :
"I approach it with those auxiom and awftol pre-
sentiments which the greatness ol the charge and .
the weakness of my powers so justly inspire, an I I
humble myselfbefore the miguilnd of the undertak¬
ing." Our soldier, absolutely untried lu civ il life,
entirely a new man, entering upo.i tlie sublimest
duties, before wlilcii Washington aua J riTerstui had
shrunK, said iu liia inaugural, "The responsibilitiesof the position I feel, but accept them without
fear." Great predecessors, with ample preparauoufor the responsibilities, had shrunk back with fear.
He had none. Either he did not see the respouai-bilitics, or the Cesar had begun to stir iu liis
bo-iora. In cither case he was Uisqu illfivd.

HKLKCriON OK IllS OABl.NKT.
Next after his Inaugural address his first otlcitt

act was the selection of las Cabin -t, and here tno
general disappointment was .quailed by the gen¬
eral wonder, as the President win little known, ex¬
cept from the victories which had cornraeua il him.
It was not then seon how completely character¬
istic was this Initial act. Looking bae!c
upon It wo recognize the pretension by
which all tradition, usage and propriety
wero discarded; by which the just expectations o<
the party that had elected htm were sjt at naught,
and the safeguards of coastltut oual government
were subordinated to the personal pretensions of
one man. In this Cabinet wero persons having
small relations with the republican party and
little position in the country; some abso¬
lutely without claims fioua public soivioj,and some absolutely disqualified by the glitathey had made to the President. Buoh
was the political phenornenou presented for tha
first time in American history, while reported sav¬ings of the President showed the simplic.ty with
which he aoted to a committee, whon ha described
Ills Cabiuot as his family, with which no strangercould bo allowed to interfere; and t > a member of
Congress he announced that lie selected Ids
Cabinet to suit himself and nobody else
being good rules unquestionably ror
the organization of a household and
the choice of domestics, to which th »
Cabiuot seem to have been likened. TIuh peraon.it
government flowered in tho Navy l)o;>.irt.inont,
whore a gift-bearing UreoK was suddenly changou
to a Secretary. No less a porsonage th in the grand
old Admiral, the bravo yet modest Parragut, was
reported as asking on the 5th of March.th:! very
day wiien the Cabinet was announced, iu uuall'ected
Ignorance,

"I>0 YOU KNOW ANYTHING OK nOBIRt"
But yot this unconsplcuous citizen, bearer of gifts
to the President, was constitut d the uaval supe¬
rior of that historic character. If others wero lew
obscure, tho Cabinet, as a unit, was none the less
notable as the creature of tho Presidential wilt,
where chanoo vied with favoritism as arbiter. All
this is so strange, when we consider the trua
idea of a Cabinet Though not nariiod in
the constitution, by virtue of unbroken
usage among us, and in harmony with con¬
stitutional governments everywhere, the Cabinet
has become a constitutional body hardly lens thait
If expressly established by the const itution itself.
Its members, besides being the hoads or groat de¬
partments, are the counsellors of the President,
with the duty to advise him of all mutters within
the spero of ids offloo, being nothing lews thau tho
great catalogue In tho preamble of tlie con¬
stitution beginning with duty to tho
Cuion and ending with the duty to se¬
cure the blessing of liberty to ourselves
and our posterity. Besides conspiouous tituoss for
the exalted responsibilities as head of a depart¬
ment and as counsellor, a member should liavo such
acknowledged position In tho country that his
presence inspires confidence and gives .strength to
the administration. IIow little tnaao things wero
regarded by the President jjeoiJ nfifc tjjj.^questionably the President *

has a
discretion Id tlie Uppo'ntuieht of Ids Cabinet,
but It Is a constitutional discretion
regulated by regard for the Interests of the country
and not by nioro personal will.by statesmanship
and not by favoritism. A Cabinet Is a national
institution and not a Presidential perquisite, unless
our President is allowed to copy tho example of
Imperial Franco. In all constitutional governments
tlie Cabinet ia selected on public reaoons and with
a single eyo to the public service. It is not
in any respect tho family of the sovereign
nor Is it "to pleaso himself and nobody else."
English monarctis have often accepted statesmen
personally disagreeable, when they had become re¬
presentatives of the prevailing party, as when
George the Third, tho moat obstinate of rulers,
accepted Fox, and George the Fourth, as preju¬
diced as his father was obstinate, accepted Can¬
ning, each bringing to tho service commanding
abilities. By such instances in a constitu¬
tional government is the cabinet fixed aa

a constitutional and not a personal body.
It Is only by some extraordinary hallucination that
tho President of a republic dedicated to constitu¬
tional liberty can imagine himself invested with a
transforming prerogative above that of any Eng¬
lish sovereign, by which hi* counsellors arc etianged
from public oillcers to personal attendants, and a
great constitutional body, in whlcli alt citizens have
a common Interest, is mide a perquisite of tho
President.

APPROPRIATION OP TTTR OFFICKS.
Marked among the spectacles which followed an<l

kindred in character with the appropriation of tiio
Cabinet as Individual property, was the appropria¬
tion of the offices of the country, to which I refer iu
this place, even at the expense of repe-
titl9n. Obscure and undeserving retainers,
marriage connections, personal relatives,
army associates, friends of unknown fame,
and notable only as personal friends or
friends of Ins relations evidently absorbed the Pres¬
idential mind during those months of obdurate
reticence, when a generous people supposed fie
Cabinet to be the all-absorbing thonght. Judging
from the fact it would seem as ir the chief and most
spontaneous thought was how to exploit
the appointing power to his own per¬
sonal behoof. At this period the New York Custom
House presented itself to the Imagination and a
letter was written consigning a military dependent
to the generosity of the Collector. You know th>;
rest. Dr. Johnson, acting as executor in selling
the distillery of Mr. Thrale, said, "We are not
selling a parcel of tubs and oats, we are selling
the potentiality of growing rich, beyond
the dreams or avarice." If the President
did not use the sounding phrase of
iho great English moralist, it Is evident
that his military dependent felt in that letter all
the potentiality advertised in the earlier case, and
he acted accordingly. It is not necessary to say
that In these things there was a departure rrotn
the requirements of law, whether in the appoint¬
ment of his Cabinet or of personal favorites even
In return for personal benefactions, although it was
plainly unrepubllc 111, oirensive and Indefensible.
But this same usurping spirit, born of an untutored
egotism, brooking no restraint, Bhowed Itself in
another class of transactions, to which I have
already referred, where law and constitution were
little regarded.
ASSAULT ON THE SAFEGUARD OF TflB TREASURY.
First in time and very indigenous in character

was the Presidential attempt against one of tho
sacred safeguards of the Treasury.the original
workmanship of Alexander Hamilton.being noth¬
ing less than the act to establish the Treasury De¬
partment. Ilere was an important provision, that
no person appointed to any office instituted by
the act shall, directly or Indirectly, be con¬
cerned or interested in carrying on the business of
trade or commerce, and any person so offending
was declared guilty or a higu misdemeanor, and
was to forfeit to the United States $3,000, with re¬
moval from office, and forever thereafter to be in¬
capable of holding any office under the United
States. From the begiunlng this statue had never
been questioned until it had acquired the character
of fundamental law. And .yet tho President, by a
special message, dated March 0, 1800. belnir the sec¬
ond day of his first service as a civillau, asked Con¬
gress to set It aside, so as to enable
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Already nominated and confirmed as Secretary ol
ttjQ Treasury, to enter upon the duties of this
office. This gSiitluhian was unquestionably tha
largest *}»>Mour country; ana Tils imports were of such magnF
tude as to clog the Custom House. If the statute
was anything but one of those cobwebs which catcli

! the weak but yield to the rich, this was tho occa¬
sion for it; and the President should have yielded
to no temptation against it. The indecorum ol his
efforts stands out more painfully eminent wheu it
is considered that the merchant for whom he wished
to set aside a time-honored safeguard was one of
those from whom he had received gifts. Such was
the accommodating disposition ol the Senate that a
bill exempting tiie PcjsWential bfiyifactpr frora
the operation or tho statute was promptly
Jptroduceil and even read twice, until, as It seemed

I about to pass, I felt it my duty to object to Its cAtT-
I sideration, saying, according to the Globe:."I

I think it ought to be most profoundly considered be-
| fore it is acted on by the Senate." This objection

caused Its postponement. The country was startled,
fly telegraph the general anxiety was communi¬
cated to Washington. At the next meeting of the
Senate, three days later the President sent a mes¬
sage requesting permission to withdraw the nomi¬
nation. Such was the impression produced by open

i disregard of the law to promote his personal desire.
THE MILITARY RING.

The military spirit, which failed in the effort to set
aftlde a lundamental law as if it were a transient
order, was more successful at the Executive Man¬
sion, which at once assumed the charac¬
ter of military headquarters. To the dis¬
honor of the civil service ami in total dis¬
regard of precedent, the President surrounded
himself with officers of the army, and substituted
military forms lor those of civil life, detailing for
this service memliers of Ins late staff. This Presi¬
dential pretension, which Is continued to tho pres¬
ent timo, is tho nioro unnatural when it is con¬
sidered that there are at least three different stat¬
utes In whleii Congress has shown Its purpose to
limit the employment of

MILITARY OPFICKRS IN THE CIYII. SERVICE.
As long ago as July S, 183S, it was explicitly pr#>-

Tided that no army officers should be separated
from tlielr regiments and corps for emplovmont on
civil works of internal improvement, or be allowed

> to engage in the iervlce of Incorporated companies {
nor any line otlleer to tie acting pa>master or dis¬
bursing agent for tho Indian Department, II

I such extra emplovnient required that ho bo
separated from his rcKiment as company, or other¬
wise Interfere with the performance of military
duties proper. Obviously the will of congress w
here declared that officers should not be allowed t«
leuVe their posts for any servlcc which might Inter-
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